The January meeting of the WHC was called to order by Vice President, Bud Freeman, January 15, 2008 at 7:30 pm.  The meeting was held at the Wadsworth Eagles Club.  The meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance.  The November 07 minutes  were accepted as printed in the newsletter.  There was no December meeting. There were 28 members and 0 visitors in attendance.

Officer reports

President– Mike Bailey was not present.

Vice President - Bud Freeman reported that there was a BOD meeting and that a budget has been set for our upcoming youth programs.

Treasurer-  Jim Bozigar gave the financial report.  

Membership Secretary– Norm Tipton reported that DUES ARE DUE:
Recording Secretary–Michelle 

Lance had nothing to report.

Webmaster - Rich Sponsler had nothing to report.


Committee reports

Conservation League– Bud Freeman reported that the bylaws are in the process of being reviewed and that the range waivers will be updated.  Guests using our range will need to sign a waiver.

Youth program -  Bart Randolph was not present.   

Range committee– Todd Figard reported that there had been some unfortunate activity at the range:  Trash barrels have been shot at as well as evidence of shooting in the ground– targets have been destroyed and torn down. This is really unnecessary!   If you know who is vandalizing our range– please turn them in.  We have put a lot of work and money into upgrades– Would you allow this to happen to your property?       

Building Committee-Bud Freeman had nothing to report.   

Pheasant Programs– Wade Bishop had nothing to report.

License Agent-Bill Liska was not present.

Charitable works-Zane Walker reported that all the meat that the club paid to have processed has been donated.

Unfinished Business

· Even though the club has pledged money toward equipment for Medina County Wildlife Officer, the reminder was made that the membership has been asked to continue to consider making contributions towards helping Rick Louttit– Medina County Wildlife Officer in purchasing new equipment.

· The candy prices have dropped: We need your help in either buying some or signing some out to sell.  The  small tin of mints are $ 2.00 each and the large tin of mints are $ 3.00 each.

New Business

-Nominations were made for BOD positions.  They are: Don Shoup– farm member

       Jim Birkbeck

       John Bruder

The filling of these board of director positions will be voted on at the next meeting.

-Nominations for Conservation League Reps were made.  They are: Todd Figard



    Bud Freeman



    Jim Bozigar-alternate



    Norm Tipton– alternate

-A motion was made and approved for the recent BOD suggestion of adopting a “budget” for our Youth Programs.  This has been set at $ 5000.00 per year being spent for our camps. ($3000 for fishing and $2000 for Coonskin.) 

-A motion was made and approved for the club to reimburse Zane for the $ 100 spent on door prizes for this year’s fish fry.


- Our monthly newsletter was a big topic of discussion.  We have determined that it is costing our club over $ 1500.00 a year to send this out.  This doesn’t include the man hours it takes to prepare, fold and label it.  This only includes printing and postage costs.  This is a HUGE cost we are paying.  It has been presented that the newsletter will be posted to our Web-Site monthly vs. being printed and mailed.  We are also looking at possibly sending our newsletter electronically.  Please attend the next meeting for more details and to give your opinions.



Announcements
DUES ARE DUE!

Please mail your $ 40.00 checks made payable to: WHC to: Norm Tipton-1228 Ledgestone Dr. Wadsworth, OH 44281   With a stamped returned addressed envelope.

-NRA- Did you know members can renew/join online, pay by credit card – and the Club automatically gets credit as the recruiter?  We will now have the option of renewing/joining through the mail or online at a discounted rate and the Club gets credit as the recruiter ($10/new member, $5/renewal).  Please consider renewing your NRA membership through The Wadsworth Hunt Club.  You can do this through a link on our website: 

http://www.wadsworthhuntclub.org

*The Feb. meeting will be Feb. 19th at the Wadsworth Eagles Club. 7:30.  
*Board of Directors and officers will be meeting at 7:00 before each monthly membership meeting. 

-Ducks Unlimited Banquet information will soon be available.  We know the date will be April 12, 2008 at the Galaxy.  See Ed Steele for more info or tickets.

Friends of NRA Banquet will be Sept. 22, 2008.  Please  see Todd Figard for more info and tickets.

-Todd Figard also has raffle tickets from the Ohio Rifle & Pistol Assoc. Junior Pistol Program for a Springfield XD-45 first prize and $ 50 cash second prize.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Drawing will be held July 5, 2008.

Door Prize Winners
John Kachmar, Tom Varney, Ed Steele, Paul Bicksler, Dave Wearstler

50/50 winner



     David Seckel

PLEASE NOTE: The officers are in receipt of the following Proposed Changes to be in effect on May 1, 2008.  These will be discussed at the next meeting.

ARTICLE VI

DUES:  (currently reads)

Section 1 - All present Sportsman Members annual dues shall be due annually on January 1st of each calendar year. The annual dues shall be $40.00. Any Sportsman Member not renewing his membership by the 3rd Tuesday of May will be dropped from the membership roll and all rights and privileges will be forfeited by the member.

Proposed Section 1:

All present Sportsman Members annual dues shall be due

annually on January 1st of each calendar year. The annual dues shall be $50.00. Any Sportsman Member not renewing his membership by the 3rd Tuesday of May will be dropped from the membership roll and all rights and privileges will be forfeited by the member


SEE LAST PAGE FOR CONTINUATION OF PROPOSED CHANGES.

Section 4—(CURRENTLY READS) A Sportsman Member who has been dropped due to nonpayment

of dues may be reinstated during the year he was dropped

from membership upon the payment of the full years dues, plus $5 for

each month after May that the full dues payment was received by an

Officer. The member will be immediately reinstated and action by the

Board of Directors is not required.

Proposed Section 4:

A Sportsman Member who has been dropped due to nonpayment

of dues may be reinstated during the year he was dropped

from membership upon the payment of the full years dues, plus a $25

reinstatement fee. Once full payment is made, the member will be immediately

 reinstated  and action by the Board of Directors is not required.

The Prez Sez…….
  I don’t know about you but I am already tired of the political issues in the press.  We are still 10 months away and its only going to get worse.  It has always been the policy of our club not to endorse either political party.  However, I would like to encourage each of our members and their family members of voting age to educate themselves on the issues and candidates and exercise our privilege as Americans and vote.   

  A lot has been said about change and change can be good thing, but not if it is just for its own sake. As a club we need to continue to change but only when it makes sense.  We will soon be looking into more efficient ways to serve our members.  We need to shift some responsibilities from our officers and have more members step up and help out.  One way is to be diligent in protecting our range.  There have been ongoing rule infractions resulting in the destruction of our property.  I know some of our members have a little extra time during daylight hours to drive to the range and check in on things. Short of installing surveillance equipment this is the only way to catch the individuals responsible and bring this dangerous and destructive behavior to an end.  After all, it is your property so please take some time and help preserve it.

 Mike Bailey

President      

Next meeting is February 19, 2008 Wadsworth Eagles
